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NEWS RELEASE

May 17, 1990
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA RECRUITERS TRY TO DISPEL MYTH
MISSOULA —
A recent phonathon conducted by the University of Montana
indicated that many Montanans have a false impression that UM is
filled to capacity.

This myth has discouraged many graduating high

school seniors from applying to UM.

"I don't know how the myth got

started," said Frank Matule, UM's director of new student services.
The misperception seems strongest in the Helena, Townsend,
Billings and Great Falls areas.

Matule has heard the story from

alumni, parents and high school students.

"The fact is that we're

still looking for qualified applicants; we're not full," Matule said.
Students who apply to UM by June 27 and are accepted can attend
summer orientation and start classes in the fall.
Colleges and universities in Montana expect a statewide decline
in applications this year because of a 10 percent drop in Montana's
high school graduates and the Board of Regents' new admissions
standards, which go into effect this autumn.

Many students whose

high school courses did not meet the more stringent standards have
applied to community colleges, and that's what the Regents intended,
Matule said. "But we don't want anything to discourage people who
meet the criteria from applying to UM,"

###
MRG/fm
target area media and dailies
myth.rl

he added

